
Greek Civilization: A Brief History







The Tyrannicides and the Beginning of 
Athenian Democracy

546-510 BC: Rule of the Peisistratids in Athens

514 BC: Harmodios and Aristogeiton

504 BC: The reforms of Cleisthenes



The Persian Wars (499-449 BC)



● 1st Invasion under Darius
○ Culminates at the 

Battle of Marathon 
in 490 BC

○ “Nike!”
● 2nd Invasion under 

Xerxes
○ Thermopylae (480)
○ Salamis (480)



“Come and 
get them”



The Peloponnesian War
(431-404 BC)



The Rise of Macedon (393-336 BC)







Alexander’s Empire c.323 BC



The Collapse of Alexander’s Empire



The Hellenistic Age (c.323 - 31 BC)


